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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

President Obama recently signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  This act provides for the one-time payment of $250 to individuals who get Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security (SSDI, Retirement) benefits. Payments will be made separate from your monthly benefit.  Note: children under 18 who receive SSDI and are not disabled will not receive the payment. By late May 2009, payments will be made in the same way you receive your monthly benefit – direct deposit, check or debit card.  No action is required on your part. For more information visit: www.ssa.gov/payment/. To view a brief video about the stimulus payment visit: www.ssa.gov/pgm/flash/payment.htm.

“Unmet Needs Grants” for Iowa Flood Victims

Cedar Rapids -- The Linn Area Long Term Recovery Coalition (LALTRC) is now taking applications for “Unmet Needs Grants.” These are for any one who was affected by last year’s floods. Grants can be as much as $2,500. They can be used to cover the cost of personal property, home repair, food, mental health aid, childcare, and short-term housing. Personal property includes adapted devices or equipment. You can use it to cover costs you have already paid. You will need a receipt. It can also be used for any upcoming costs.

The program comes from a $56 million disaster aid bill approved by the Iowa Legislature and Governor Culver.

If you live in Linn County, get an application at the Community Recovery Center, 220 Sixth Street NW, Cedar Rapids. You must have a FEMA number and your household income must be less than 300% of the Federal Poverty Level. Grants cannot be used to replace any other financial support, assistance, or grants that you may get from any federal or state government, nonprofit, or faith-based agency. You have until June 30, 2010, to apply. You must apply to the Long-Term Recovery Committee that covers the county where they lived when you were flooded.

Assistive Technology Summer Institute 2009
Earn College Credit While Learning about and Experiencing Assistive Technology for Students with Disabilities

Iowa Center for Assistive Technology Education and Research (ICATER)

For your convenience, the Institute will be held at two locations:

June 29 & 30 - The University of Iowa, Iowa City

July 9 & 10 – Iowa School for the Deaf, Council Bluffs

Cost $381 for one UI graduate credit, $242 for one UI undergraduate credit, or $100 for certification, no college credit. 

Instructor ICATER Coordinator James R. Stachowiak, ATP

Course content: The AT Summer Institute will address relevant AT issues in education as well as specific use and implementation of different types of AT through a unique blend of lectures, discussions, and hands-on experiences. Issues covered will include:

Accessible Instruction Materials

AT and Education Law, including AT in the IEP

Free and Simple AT Options for Students

Universal Design for Learning

Dyslexia Simulation and AT Solutions for Students with Dyslexia

For more information or to register, visit www.education.uiowa.edu/icater. Contact Jim Stachowiak at 319-335-5280 or james-stachowiak@uiowa.edu with questions or to request special accommodations.

UNI Wheelchair Sports Camp 2009

June 10-13, 2009

Track

Basketball

Field events

Soccer/Rugby

Rock Climbing

Volleyball

Football

Weight Training

Awards banquet

Call or email Jack Eherenman, 319-493-0978, jeconstruction1@gmail.com; or Nancy Hamilton, 319-273-6478, nancy-hamilton@uni.edu.

CATEA Consumer Network

Become a Member Today!

http://www.catea.gatech.edu/ccn/
The opinions of seniors and people with disabilities are vital to ensure that products and resources respond to their needs. Realizing this, CATEA, a non-profit research center of Georgia Tech, has created the CATEA Consumer Network (CCN). The CCN is a group of individuals with varying levels of ability and need who participate in research studies for Georgia Tech and its partner institutions.

Become a member by completing our 5-10 minute confidential sign-up form. By participating in the CCN, you will be helping shape the future of products and services designed for you. Plus, you can earn money for your participation.

WE WANT YOU for the CATEA Consumer Network (CCN)

Can’t Sign-up online? No problem!

The Registry Signup Form can also be completed by phone by contacting a CATEA research representative at 1-800-726-9119 (voice or TTY) or 404-894-4960. Please email us at ccn@coa.gatech.edu with any questions.

Statewide System for Vision Services Iowa Braille School Summer 2009 Programs

Opportunities for ages 4-20 years, for all ability levels, across the state, for June, July, and August

In collaboration with:

Iowa Department for the Blind

Iowa School for the Deaf

Easter Seals/Camp Sunnyside

Area Education Agencies

Local School Districts

For more information go to: www.iowa-braille.k12.ia.us/doc/2009-summer-brochure.doc 
New Phone Helps Hard of Hearing Enjoy the Phone Again!

The Captioned Telephone looks and works just like a regular phone, with one difference: the CapTel phone has a bright, built-in display screen which displays captions of everything the other party says.

The captioning service is one of the Relay Iowa services available to Iowans through the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB). The secret behind captioned telephone service is voice recognition technology, which allows for captioning as you talk with someone. The CapTel allows user who are hard of hearing to listen to the other party—while also reading the word-for-word captioned conversation on the display screen. 

“I used to be nearly frustrated to tears over my inability to figure out what was said in teleconferences,” said Renee’ Reece of Norwalk, IA, “but now I can understand it better. I can rely on the captioning.”

Reece, a Computer Assistant for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), got her Captioned Telephone (CapTel®) three years ago. She had used an amplifier on her phone but it was not loud enough in a lot of situations. Even when she could hear what was said, she often did not understand the words. “My good ear has 20% word comprehension. Especially after I received a telephone handset from CapTel, I could hear with both ears. It makes a huge difference in word comprehension.”

Renee uses her CapTel at work. She often participates in one to three hour long conferences and now can listen with both ears, has the ability to use the captioning when not understanding and to clarify details like writing down a phone number or address given over the phone. 

Kelly Martin of Des Moines uses his phone at home and it has changed his life. As a very hard of hearing person, Martin has been excited about the CapTel features.

Martin works as a Deaf-Ed Teacher Associate and got his phone in the spring of 2008. It has made a huge difference in his communication with family and friends. Prior to having the CapTel phone, Martin used a Voice Carry Over (VCO) telephone (another type of relay service available in Iowa) but has found the CapTel phone a huge step up from the VCO phone. “I can NOW easily talk with all members of my family, my friends. I can use the phone again!” said Martin of how the CapTel is a benefit to him.

“I can schedule my own appointments with clarity and lack of any confusion. I have been able to talk with my young son or daughter again who live in another state.” said Martin. Independence is probably the number one result of his CapTel phone, “I am no longer forced to ask someone to help me call in refills for prescriptions or to order a pizza! I am independent again!”

The phone especially helps Martin with what is most important to him – talking with his children. “When I am missing my children—almost always—I am able to call them and talk with them easily!”

Even though there are other things that Martin uses to communicate such as his video phone (a webcam attachment to his computer which allows him to use American Sign Language to speak to an interpreter who, through relay, voices the conversation to the person called) and his blackberry cell phone to text family and friends, he still feels that the CapTel telephone offers him that personal touch with others. He can use his own voice which gives those he cares about the opportunity to hear his voice and the emotion that goes (cont. page from page 4) with his voice. And the flow of information is smooth since the people he talks to don’t even know it is a relay call and that their side of the conversation is being turned into text for Martin to read as needed so it flows like a regular phone call.

“I am very grateful for such technology and hope my deaf brother and sister will get one too! The CapTel phone is ideal communication tool for individuals who have little or no hearing and are not yet fluent with sign language skills” concluded Martin.

The captioning service is provided at no charge and is available 24 hours a day through Relay Iowa, the free service that allows people who are hearing, hard of hearing, deaf, deaf-blind or speech impaired to communicate with each other via the telephone. However, long distance charges apply to long distance calls.

Two Exciting Options for getting a Captioned Telephone (CapTel®)
Iowa residents may qualify to receive a voucher that covers 95 percent of the cost of a CapTel phone, and any extra add ons such as a headset and/or ringer, through the Telecommunications Access Iowa (TAI) equipment voucher program.  To apply, contact TAI at 515-282-5099 (Voice) or 515-282-5130 TTY or visit their website at http://www.relayiowa.com/tai/.

Individuals who apply for a voucher for the CapTel phone through TAI will need to have someone with a state license (audiologist, doctor, etc…) sign the form to verify that they are hard of hearing. The application also asks five questions: 

Do you live in Iowa?
Are you older than five years of age?

Do you have a telephone in your home now or going to get service hooked up?

Would the telephone equipment you are asking for make telephone easier for you?

Is your annual adjusted gross income less than $46,000 (one person), $54,000 (two persons) etc…

For a limited time, Iowans can also directly buy a CapTel phone for just $99.00 (normal retail value of $495). This offer comes with a 90 day trial period, which guarantees that if the customer is not entirely happy with CapTel s/he can return the phone for a full refund within 3 months. To obtain a CapTel phone, customers complete an order form available through Relay Iowa Customer Service. The $99 offer is available only to individuals who are purchasing their first CapTel phone.

Want to try CapTel or learn more about the service? Contact Relay Iowa at 712-653-2440 V/TTY or 
Customer Service at 888-516-4692 V/TTY or online at http://www.relayiowa.com/.

DISABILITY LAW HANDBOOK

There is a new Disability Law Handbook for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). It is a 50-page guide to the basics of the Act and other disability related laws.

The Handbook answers questions about the: 

ADA

ADA Amendments Act

Rehab Act

Social Security

Air Carrier Access Act

IDEA

Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act

Fair Housing Act Amendments

You can get a free copy by emailing Rauseo@bcm.edu, or by calling Dionne Rauseo at 713.520.0232. 
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