January 2009
Iowa COMPASS News
A Program of the Center for Disabilities and Development

Iowa’s information and referral service on disability services, assistive technology (AT), AT funding resources, and AT legal advocacy.

Iowa Flood Grants

Did you loose assistive technology or a ramp in the 2008 Iowa Floods? 

Grants are still available for flood victims with disabilities that will cover items such as Medicare required co-pays, assistive technology, ramps and any other assistive devices or equipment that support an individual’s daily needs. Qualified applicants will be individuals with disabilities living in low-income, designated disaster areas throughout Iowa. This is a joint effort of the Iowa Program for Assistive Technology, the Iowa Governor’s Developmental Disability Council and the Iowa Able Foundation. 

To apply or make an online donation, go to the Iowa Able Foundation web site (www.iowaable.org). You can also mail donations to:

Relief for Iowans with Disabilities

C/O Iowa Able Foundation

410 North 18th St.

Centerville, IA 52544

For more information, call 1-888-222-8943 (extension 224) or email Iowa Able at floodrelief@abilitiesfund.org.

The Iowa Able Foundation, a non-profit entity, helps Iowans with disabilities, their families and older Iowans to obtain adaptive devices, equipment, home modifications, vehicle modifications and business funding through its loan program. 
The Iowa Program for Assistive Technology is a program of the Center for Disabilities and Development at the University of Iowa that improves access to assistive technology through a variety of programs, training and information and referral.
Iowa’s Developmental Disabilities Council is a federally funded state agency advocating for Iowans with disabilities to receive the support and services they need to live in communities of their choice.
Triple Tell Timer by Shake Awake

Features
Multi-alert timer with BEEP,FLASH, and VIBRATE alerting functions:

Choose between any combination of the three alerting functions individually or together

Stop-Watch and Count-Down timing features

Compact in size/Choice of using secure stand,clip or magnet for convenient multiple uses

Requires (2) AAA Batteries (not included)


Take control of your time...with the Triple Tell Timer by Shake Awake. Use it quietly or let it make a racket! This multi-alert timer is great for time management especially for the deaf and hearing impaired. You can choose only one alerting option at a time or up to all three at once. The timer's small size and convenient clip combination enables it to be used almost anywhere. Perfect almost anywhere: alarm clock for home or travel, kitchen timer, or medication reminder, timer for speeches or tests.

Joni and Friends Wheels for the World

Recycle Mobility Equipment with 

the All Iowa Wheels for the World Drive

Manual wheelchairs, walkers, jogging strollers, crutches and canes will be collected from your area April 24-25, 2009. This equipment will give the miracle of mobility to a person with a disability in a country that does not have the resources we have in the United States.
The equipment will be collected at sites located in each sector of the state by Wheels for the World volunteers.  The locations of these collection sites can be found at http://web.sau.edu/pt/wftw/. The equipment will then be brought to a central location, loaded onto a truck donated by Wal-Mart, and taken to a correctional facility in Kansas where the inmates will refurbish it. From there the equipment is shipped to countries in Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and South America and distributed to families who have no other way of obtaining mobility equipment.
Questions may be directed to Jan Lamm (jlhlamm@yahoo.com), Patsy Lawton (bplawton@mchsi.com), or Lisa Zimmerman (dlzimm@netins.net).

Easter Seals’ Autism Resource Lending Center

Assistive Technology Center

Equipment and resources are available for individuals under the age of 21 with autism spectrum disorder at the Easter Seals’ Autism Resource Lending Center. Many items are available including various gadgets that assist with sensory, safety, time management, and transitions.

Families, individuals, professionals and schools may check out up to five pieces of equipment for up to 30 days to find out if it will work for them before deciding to purchase the items from the vendors. There is an annual fee of $25.00 per family. To view the catalog of resources, visit our website at www.eastersealsia.org and click on Assistive Technology Center to find the catalog links at the bottom of the page.

An appointment can be made with an Easter Seals’ staff member to visit the Autism Lending Resource Center, try and check out various equipment by calling (515) 309-2395 (phone) or (515) 289-4069 (TTY).  Make an appointment today. 

The Autism Resource Lending Center is located at Camp Sunnyside:
Assistive Technology Center 

401 NE 66th Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50313

A special thanks to Variety – The Children’s Charity for their contribution to launch this program for Iowa’s children.

Easter Seals’ Mission

Is to provide exceptional services to ensure that all people with disabilities or special needs and their families have equal opportunities to live, learn, work and play in their communities.

www.eastersealsia.org

KNOW IT. SHOW IT. TELL IT. 

Wallet MedCards available 

This is a state-wide campaign to provide MedCards to all Iowans and improve communication between patients and healthcare providers. Consumers should use MedCards during every interaction to discuss appropriate medication use. 

To print the wallet MedCard  form go to http://www.ihconline.org/workspace/documents/MedCard.pdf
For folding instructions http://www.ihconline.org/toolkits/medcardfolding.cfm
Also available in Spanish: http://www.ihconline.org/workspace/documents/MedCard_Spanish.pdf
This project is funded from The Wellmark Foundation, the Iowa Healthcare Collaborative, Iowa Foundation for Medical Care, Iowa Hospital Association, Iowa Medical Society, and the Iowa Pharmacy Association.  
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