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Harlem Globetrotters Versus Iowa Chairiots

Are you interested in wheelchair basketball? Would you like to see a game? On Sunday March 30th you can watch the Iowa Chairiots play the Harlem Globetrotters in a pre-game show at the Wells Fargo Event Center in Des Moines. The doors open at 12:30, with the pre-game show at 1:00 pm. The Trotters play at 2:00 pm.

Tickets are $23 or $27 and children under 3 are free. A portion of each ticket will go towards a fundraiser to help the Iowa Chairiots with expenses. Please purchase tickets or donate money to help the Iowa Chairiots gain national recognition. *Orders need to be finalized by March 27th @ 5pm. For questions or to purchase tickets please contact:

Nate Lingren

Group Sales Coordinator

Iowa Events Center - Global Spectrum

730 3rd Street

Des Moines, IA 50309

(515) 564-8090

nlingren@iowaeventscenter.com
Digital TV   Feb 2009     Are you ready?
Imagine watching your favorite prime-time TV program, when all of a sudden your analog TV screen goes to black...for good. There is still time to prevent this situation, as long as you know your options.

On February 17, 2009, all full-powered television stations will begin broadcasting only in digital, as required by law. This will involve changes in the equipment needed to watch television. People with older TVs will need a converter box to access the new signal format. Part of this initiative is a Digital-to-Analog Converter Box Coupon Program. (To learn more about this,  go to or copy and paste this link in your browser -- www.ntia.doc.gov/otiahome/dtv/ 

Advocate Change Day
On Wednesday, April 9 2008, more than 800 Iowans with disabilities from communities throughout the state will gather in the Capitol rotunda to develop advocacy skills, rally, and communicate directly with their legislators. For your convenience, you can register online by visiting www.idaction.org/change_day.html. 

WANTED: Orders for next year’s textbooks in alternative formats
Although it may seem early to be thinking about next fall, it is not for students needing textbooks in alternative formats. Now is the time for your child’s IEP team to identify what textbooks are needed for next year and get the order in to the Department for the Blind. This includes textbooks and supplemental materials that need to be in Braille, large print, audio and/or electronic text.

Tax Day is Coming!

Tax day is coming and Iowa COMPASS is here to help with disability specific information. Iowa COMPASS has a fact sheet, appropriately called “Tax Facts for People with Disabilities,” that lists disability-related tax information for both Iowa state income taxes and Federal income taxes.

It includes items that are often over-looked by low-income Iowans. For example, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a federal tax credit that you get for having children in your household and getting at least some of your income from work.

Another important program is Rent Reimbursement through the state of Iowa. This program reimburses people based on what they paid for rent and their income. So if you are a low-wage earner, high rent payer, disabled, or a Section 8 recipient, you may qualify. People often think you have to be a Section 8 recipient to qualify for this program, but that is not true. What is true is that you need a copy of the Rent Reimbursement Claim (Iowa form 54-130). You can get it online at: www.state.ia.us/tax/forms/prop.html or at your local Public Housing Authority office. The list of those offices is also available online at: www.hud.gov/offices/phi/pha/contacts/states/ia.cfm.

You can get a copy of the “Tax Facts for People with Disabilities” by calling COMPASS at 800-779-2001, emailing to: iowa-compass@uiowa.edu or online at www.iowacompass.org/taxfacts.htm
Your Opinion Counts

The last few months COMPASS has received specific positive feedback from a number of callers:

This service provider received a Product Search:

“A counselor in my office requested my help in tracking down a BAT keyboard. I did some web research, but wanted to find out if there was a local vendor who could sell us the keyboard. I called Iowa Compass and learned they have a Product Specialist (Lori) who will search for products and vendors. Within a day, I had received the listing below of several websites selling the BAT and other alternative keyboards. They were very nice and helpful. I recommend them if you run into a similar situation.”

Susan L. Summers, M.A.
Rehabilitation Counselor, Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services

This parent needed help accessing Medicaid waiver services:

“Paula, I would just like to say thank-you so much for everything. After calling you I called the people that you gave me numbers for, telling them I had talked to you & told them where you worked and the information you had given me. That’s when they started to listen….”

This caller received information on funding sources for a stair chair lift and an electric wheelchair:

“Sue, thank you for your kindness and prompt attention to my needs!”

This person received information on assistive technology products and funding sources for those products:

“I received my information via email rather than a packet, which was equally as helpful. No concerns and I appreciated the prompt responses about the information requested as well as the initial e-mails verifying their receipt of my requests. Linda and Jennifer were very helpful and prompt in responding to my inquiries.”

Someone who used the Used Equipment Referral Service shared this:

“We bought the lift van through your service and sold it and a wheelchair through your service. It’s nice when you can’t afford new.”

COMPASS is always glad to hear from our callers. Please share any feedback you have with us through the written evaluations we send out, by phone at 800-779-2001 or via e-mail: iowa-compass@uiowa.edu .

Funding Success Story

Bonnie Peebles is a person with a disability who lives in a small town in Dubuque County, Iowa. Bonnie credits Iowa COMPASS for much of her success in obtaining an electric wheelchair, bath chair, commode, emergency notification system and accessible kitchen. Bonnie has worked directly with a funding information specialist here at Iowa COMPASS who has helped to guide her in her search for funding for her various needs.

Bonnie first called Iowa COMPASS in October of 2006. At that time she was looking for help in making her kitchen more accessible. She was able to get assistance through the Rural Development Program for some home repairs and in making her kitchen more accessible. Bonnie needed guidance in getting the proper documentation for obtaining a power wheelchair and for finding local advocates to help in getting the other assistive technology. Bonnie worked with her physical therapist, doctor, local DME, case manager and various local agencies with much success. Bonnie has truly learned to be an advocate for herself!

Hats off to you Bonnie! It has been a real pleasure for Iowa COMPASS to work with Bonnie and to help her obtain funding for all of her assistive technology needs.

Product News

Get out and ride!

After such a staggering long, cold, blustery winter, so many of us have got to get outside and do something! Spring is a great season for bike riding and Iowa offers so many beautiful parks and trails to explore. People with limited mobility must not be forgotten – there are products available for just about anyone to be able to get out and enjoy the great outdoors in some form. Some of these products include tandem bicycles, bikes or tricycles with extra support, even with motors, and hand-cycles.

For more information about these or similar products, call us at Iowa COMPASS. Or if you - or someone you know - would benefit from any other type of product out there, our Product Search specialist is able to do a search of the internet, as well as search our own internal database, to turn up items that would meet your needs.

Funding News

The Iowa Department of Public Health has recently announced the availability of funds for children up to 21 years of age in need of hearing aids and/or audiological services. There is no income limit for eligibility. Funds are limited, therefore claims will be processed on a first come, first serve basis. Claims will be accepted for services retroactive to July 1, 2007.

Additional information about this program includes:

Claims will be reimbursed based on Medicaid rates.

Reimbursement will be made to the provider who must be an enrolled Medicaid provider.

This program is a payer of last resort.

A copy of the application form and appeal information is on-line at: www.idph.state.ia.us/iaehdi/common/pdf/ha_services_app.pdf
For further information contact:

Tammy O’Hollearn

Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program

Iowa Department of Public Health

Lucas State Office Bldg, 5th Floor

321 E 12th St

Des Moines IA 50319

800-383-3826

515-242-5639

Fun Technology Addresses Children’s Literacy Challenges

When children find it difficult to keep up with their peers in the skills of language – speaking, reading, and understanding – it is natural for the concerned parent to say, “I don’t want my child to have to work so hard.”  There are tools available that approach the concepts of literacy in a manner agreeable to children.  These can range from very simple media to software programs that offer the children a friendly outlet for self-expression.

Baby Babble, a Talking Child DVD, is a high interest video for babies and toddlers.  Designed by speech-language pathologists, Baby Babble presents the building blocks of language – sounds, words, and facial expressions – in a way that encourages imitation.  Even sign language is introduced.  Screen shots are short, simple, and colorful.  This 45 minute presentation has gained notice among parents of children with special needs, particularly autism, as a supportive tool for delayed speech at the two-year-old, and higher, level.

Edmark’s Early Academic Software Series, by Riverdeep Interactive Learning, is designed to “close the gap between concept and understanding,” for early learners and students with special needs. The software programs, Bailey’s Book House, Millie’s Math House, Sammy’s Science House, and Trudy’s Time and Place House, are self-pacing, single switch or touch screen compatible, with optional closed captioning.  But here’s the secret: these engaging programs are an entertaining way to gain basic cognitive skills.

The AbleNet BookWorm Literacy Tool offers children with learning disorders, severe physical disabilities, or vision impairments a way to express themselves through literature. The BookWorm can turn any storybook or packet into a talking book.  Each page is recorded onto a memory module, and then read back as the user presses an activation button.  The device is switch enabled.  BookWorm comes loaded with familiar children’s stories, or is also available with a teen-oriented book series entitled, That’s Life.

Team up with Timo: Stories, by Animated Speech Corporation, is a language enrichment program for Pre-K and early elementary children who may have any of the following diagnoses:

Autism (mid-to-high functioning)

Receptive or expressive language disorders

Hearing impairments

Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

Limited English proficiency

Apraxia

Timo is a digital tutor who directs the instruction and gives guided feedback to “classroom” activities that develop comprehension, vocabulary, problem-solving and storytelling skills.  The program is self-paced, and features in the program are customizable to the child’s comfort level so that there is no distraction from the learning process.  The program aims to gently increase the rate of learning speech and language skills in an environment that children will want to return to again and again.

All of these materials are available from the Disability Resource Library, along with many more software programs, switches, touch screens, and computer peripherals.  Call us at 1-800-272-7713, or better yet, visit us at the Center for Disabilities and Development in Iowa City.

Program Announcement

We are now accepting grant applications for our Family First Program. Based on qualifications, grants can now be used for local, face-to-face marriage counseling. Please submit all applications before June 15th, 2008.

For more information, or to download an application, please visit www.nationalautismassociation.org/familyfirst.php. 

UERS

Used Equipment Referral Service

From Iowa COMPASS, a program of the Center for Disabilities and Development

Do you or someone you know have adapted equipment collecting dust in an attic, garage, or basement because it is not being used?

Then call Iowa COMPASS because the UERS is a FREE resource for buying and selling used adapted equipment.

It’s as simple as a phone call.

800-779-2001 (toll-free, voice)

877-686-0032 (toll-free, TTY)

www.iowacompass.org

Iowa COMPASS

Center for Disabilities and Development

University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics

100 Hawkins Drive, Room S. 295

Iowa City, Iowa 52242-1011
Phone: 800-779-2001

Fax: 319-384-5139
Email: compassnewsletter@uiowa.edu
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