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Explore Your Iowa Parks and Lakes

In recent years, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and many County Conservation Boards have made many park services accessible. Accessible cabins are now available to rent at Pine Lake and Back Bone State Parks. Many camping areas contain accessible sites that are designated with the persons with disabilities parking symbol. And the remodeled campground shower facilities have new adapted showers. The accessible State Park cabins and campsites can be reserved for a fee online at https://eservices.iowa.gov/iowaparks/ or by calling toll-free 1-877-IAPARKS.
For information on other county conservation board parks you can visit the Iowa Association of County Conservation Boards web site at http://george.ecity.net/iaccb/.

The New 2007 Iowa Association of County Conservation Board's Guide To Outdoor Adventure was ready January 22, 2007. It is 230 pages of information on 1,722 areas managed by County Conservation Boards. This guide is in full color and includes a map of each county with the area shaded in or a pinpoint of the location. The guide has information on cabin rental, camping, shelters, playgrounds, swimming, fishing, boating, boat rental, sports fields, hunting, nature centers, prairies, historic sites, wildlife exhibits, golf courses and more!  If you would like the 2007 version of the guide, please send a check or money order for $12 per copy (includes shipping) to IACCB, 405 SW 3rd St., Suite 1, Ankeny, IA 50023. Office hours are 8:00am-12:00pm, Tuesday-Friday, 515-963-9582.

AT Funding News 

Writing Effective Funding Requests for Assistive Technology

Information adapted for the New Jersey AT Advocacy Center

The structure and content of funding requests for assistive technology (AT) vary from funding source to funding source; however, many elements are similar. Each report should serve several functions:

· Introduce and establish the writer’s credentials. In most cases, the writer is reporting as an expert. The writer can establish his/her credibility by describing: expertise, licenses, education, current job time, and how long they have been doing this type of work. 

· Establish the relationship with the consumer. Is the report based on a one-time consultation or weekly sessions with the individual over several years? A report will be more effective when it clarifies the nature of the relationship.

· Educate the reader about the individual’s disability. The writer should discuss the person’s primary and secondary diagnosis, if any, his or her prognosis, and what complications affect them, and how.  Since the person is seeking AT which will overcome the effects of a disability, those effects should be described in functional terms. 

· Describe any evaluations to determine need for AT: Often, evaluations have included trials on one or more pieces of equipment, including the one now recommended. The writer should describe any evaluations which have led to the current recommendation.

· State how the device meets the funding source’s criteria. The writer must address whether the requested equipment is necessary for education, vocation, medical reasons, and/or to live an independent life. 

· Explain that the recommended device is the fiscally responsible alternative. Remember cost plays a big part in getting the AT one needs. The writer must convince the finding source that they will be spending money wisely.

· Use the concluding paragraph to restate the main points of the report. All well-written documents end with an effective conclusion; summarizing the preceding information and allowing the writer to briefly restate the case. 

· For further information regarding AT funding, please contact Iowa COMPASS at 800-779-2001.

An Invitation to Join the IDA Listserv

Iowa Disability Advocates (the IDA) is an informal group focused on connecting Iowans who are interested in disability issues to each other and to the information we need to be effective advocates. We do this through the IDA LISTSERV – and you receive information via e-mail. The purpose of this listserv is to foster unity through shared news and information related to disability advocacy in the State of Iowa. It is a moderated listserv – we try to minimize inappropriate & duplicative postings (including other listserv activity).
Action alerts are the hallmark of the IDA LISTSERV especially during the Iowa Legislative Session. Other topics can include conferences & events, new services and supports, best practices, news about local, state and federal program, funding & policy changes, legislative action, and shared triumphs and set-backs. The IDA deals with cross-disability issues, and does not focus on any particular age range. Questions and opinions are welcome. Iowans with disabilities are strongly encouraged to join the IDA LISTSERV.
Sign up for the IDA LISTSERV by sending a blank e-mail to: Iowa_Disability_Advocates-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
UERS

Used Equipment Referral Service

From Iowa COMPASS, a program of the Center for Disabilities and Development

Do you or someone you know have adapted equipment collecting dust in an attic, garage, or basement because it is not being used?

Then call Iowa COMPASS because the UERS is a FREE resource for buying and selling used adapted equipment.

It’s as simple as a phone call.

800-779-2001 (toll-free, voice)

877-686-0032 (toll-free, TTY)

www.iowacompass.org

Self-Employment/Entrepreneurship at www.disabilityinfo.gov
START-UP/USA provides technical assistance to support self-employment and small business ownership among people with disabilities. It includes a series of webcasts on using SSA’s Plan for achieving Self Support (PASS) to support small business ownership, developing a business plan, as well as information for veterans with disabilities. You can find more information at www.start-up-usa.biz/index.cfm. 
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