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Medicare’s New Prescription Drug Program
Beginning January 1, 2006, Medicare will offer a new program to provide prescription drug coverage. Individuals whose income and resources fall below a set amount will qualify for extra help paying their premium and some of the costs of their prescriptions.

Who is eligible for extra help?

People on Medicare receiving full Medicaid benefits (including prescription drug coverage), QMB or SLMB benefits, will be automatically enrolled for the extra help. They do not need to fill out an application but they will need to choose a Medicare drug plan to receive the extra help. This will replace their Medicaid drug coverage beginning January 1, 2006. Those individuals should have received a letter in May informing them they are automatically eligible and they don't need to apply for the extra help.

Individuals on Medicare who do not qualify for Medicaid coverage, but have limited income and resources, may also qualify for extra help with their prescriptions. Social Security will be sending applications to 230,000 Iowans who may be eligible for the extra help. The mailings began May 27 and continued through August. To qualify for the extra help an individual must have the following income and resources:

· Annual income below 150% of poverty ($14,355 for an individual and $19,245 for a married couple) 

· Resources below $10,000 for singles and $20,000 for married. Resources do not include the house you live in, land contiguous to the home you live in, vehicles or personal property.

After signing up for the extra help, the beneficiary must select a Medicare drug plan to receive the benefit. Enrollment in the plans will begin on November 15, 2005.

Individuals on Medicare with Medicare Prescription Benefits

If you’re living in nursing home or medical institution, your premium is $0, deductible is $0, co-payment is $0, and catastrophic coverage is $0.

If your income is below 100% of federal poverty guidelines of $9,570 for an individual and $12,830 for a couple, then your premium is $0, deductible is $0, your co-payment is $1 for generics, and $3 for brand name, and for catastrophic coverage, you pay nothing after your total expenses reach $5,100.

Individuals on Medicare without Drug Coverage

If your income is below 135% of federal poverty guidelines of $12,919 for an individual, and $17,320 for a couple, and if you have resources below $6,000 for an individual and $9,000 for a couple then your premium is $0, your deductible is $0, your co-payment is $2 for generic and $5 for brand name, and for catastrophic coverage you pay nothing after your total drug expenses reach $5,100.

If your income is below 150% of federal poverty guidelines of $14,355 for an individual, and $19,245 for a couple, and if you have resources below $10,000 for an individual and $20,000 for a couple, then your premium is based on your income, your deductible is $50, your co-payment is 15% coinsurance, and for catastrophic coverage you pay $2 for generic and $5 for brand name after your total drug expenses reach $5,100.

Enrollment can be done by mail, telephone, online or in person with your local Social Security office. You can also go online at www.socialsecurity.gov/prescriptionhelp for more information and an application. SHIIP (Senior Health Insurance Information Program) counselors are available to assist with the application process.

Call 1-800-351-4664 to schedule an appointment with the nearest SHIIP counselor, to request their new fact sheet “Coming in 2006 Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage,” or to request a speaker. You can check out SHIIP online at www.shiip.state.ia.us. 
To locate your local Social Security office, please contact Iowa COMPASS at 800-779-2001 or email them at iowa-compass@uiowa.edu. 
Additional Resources

The Federal Government, provider groups, and advocacy organizations are all creating resources to ease the transition as the Medicare Modernization Act goes into effect. As you review these materials, keep in mind that many of the Act’s provisions are different for people with both Medicare and Medicaid than for people with Medicare only. Also, specific details of what each prescription drug plan offers will not be available until October 2005.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

There are many publications, fact sheets, and tip sheets on the CMS web sites, including a fact sheet called “The Facts about Medicare Prescription Drug Plans – New Format.” Visit www.medicare.gov. You can also visit www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform or www.cms.hhs.gov/partnerships.

“A strategy for Transitioning Dual Eligibles from Medicaid to Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage,” which provides guidance to states, is available at www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/strategyforduals.pdf. Questions? Call 1-800-MEDICARE. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.

Other Organizations

Access to Benefits Coalition: www.accesstobenefits.org 
Kaiser Family Foundation:

www.kff.org 
More Information

The March 2005 issue of the SAMHSA News, Prescriptions for Progress, focuses specifically on the Act’s impact on dually eligible consumers. Visit www.postgradmed.com/pfp/pfp_index.htm.  

Reprinted with permission from the SAMHSA News, July/August 2005, Volume 13, Number 4. Find this newsletter online at www.samhsa.gov/SAMHSA_News. 
UERS

Used Equipment Referral Service

From Iowa COMPASS, a program of the Center for Disabilities and Development

Do you or someone you know have adapted equipment collecting dust in an attic, garage, or basement because it’s not being used?

Then call Iowa COMPASS, because the UERS is a free resource for buying and selling used adapted equipment.

It’s as simple as a phone call.

800-779-2001 (toll-free)

877-686-0032 (toll-free, TTY)

www.iowacompass.org 
About the Newsletter:

We are working to make the Iowa COMPASS News more readable and accessible. We are reducing the reading level so it is accessible to all readers. We also offer a variety of formats, including Braille, tape, large print, and online.

Product News

Summer may be over soon, but there is still time to travel. Below are some new products that might make that easier. For information on these and other assistive technology, please contact Iowa COMPASS at: compassproducts@uiowa.edu; 800-779-2001.
Freedom Tent
A collaboration of Eureka! & BlueSky Designs

An industry first, this 3 season, 2 person tent is the collaborative effort of Eureka! and BlueSky Designs, a design firm noted for its work in the biomedical and rehabilitation fields. In the Freedom, universal design together with assistive technology has provided people with disabilities a camping tent they can set up and use themselves, or offers their caretakers conveniences not found in other tents. The Freedom’s universal design, ease-of-use features, and spacious interior also make it ideal for couples requiring extra storage room during canoeing, car camping, or touring trips. 

Easy Reach Seat Belt Handle
Kinsman Enterprises

The Easy Reach Seat Belt Handle provides a flexible extension handle to allow the user to grasp the seat belt while decreasing shoulder and reach extension. The handle length is approximately 5 1/2" long. Overall length is 9 1/4". Glo-in-the-Dark material offers high visibility at night.

Travel John -- available from Rolli-Moden; Campmor; Safety Central and other sources

Finally, a unisex emergency restroom that is non-spill! Unique contoured spillguard opening accommodates men, women and children. Liqsorbtm super absorbent pouch turns urine or liquid into a biodegradable, odorless, self-contained Gel Bag for spillproof, puncture-resistant disposal.
Assistive Technology Funding Q&A
Here are some recent AT funding questions to Iowa COMPASS:

Medicare funding for scooters (Medicare calls these power-operated vehicles)
Does Medicare still require that a specialist prescribe a scooter?

No. Under new guidelines, a prescription from one of four specialists is no longer required. These guidelines take effect October 25, 2005. You can read more about these new guidelines in the July issue of COMPASS News. You can find it at www.uiowa.edu/infotech/Publications.htm. There is even more information about these new guidelines online at: 

www.cignamedicare.com/articles/June05/Cope2613.html. 
Funding for used assistive technology

Are there loan programs that include loans for used assistive technology?

Yes, a loan from the Alternative Financing Program of Iowa Able could be used to purchase used assistive technology. You can reach them at 888-222-8943 or on-line at www.iowaable.org. 
Assistive Technology for students

I have a question about funding for assistive technology for my child in school?

Fall is a good time to review your child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). It also is good to review their 504 Plan, if they have one. If you have questions about funding AT for your child at school, contact a funding specialist at Iowa COMPASS at 800-779-2001 or email them at compassfunding@uiowa.edu. 
Access to Health Care: A National Online Survey
Are you a person with a disability who is interested in the accessibility of medical clinics?

If so, please consider helping identify barriers that impede access to routine healthcare by taking part in an online survey. The survey can be found at www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=515131089111. 
This survey is a project of the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) at Oregon Health & Science University in Portland, Oregon.  The information gathered from this survey will be used to develop an accessibility checklist for healthcare providers to use in evaluating their clinics for accessibility.

If you have questions pertaining to this survey, please contact:

Rehabilitation Research and Training Center
CDRC/Oregon Health & Science University
P.O. Box 574
Portland, OR  97207-0574
503-494-3534
rrtc@ohsu.edu
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